
As a Christian educator, it is our 

responsibility to equip our students 

to understand why there is hostility 

toward them and to put it in the cor-

rect context. For man has always 

sought to understand the world in 

which he lives, but many times re-

jects the supernatural. This can be 

seen in the Greek philosophers in 

their discussion with their students. 

But ultimately they see the need for 

the supernatural even though they 

reject it. Plato in his “Republic” un-

derstands the need for the supernatu-

ral to guide and structure morals 

even though he rejects the Greek 

gods. In the earliest educational 

model, training in virtues was in-

separable from education. Aristotle 

further promoted this concept by ty-

ing education more to concrete liv-

ing. In his book Nicomachean Ethics, 

which was the first book ever written 

on ethics, he attempted to show how 

knowledge was to be lived. It was 

meant to be practical—to teach us to 

be virtuous more than to understand 

what virtue is (Morey, 2009). Aris-

totle assumes that all our actions aim 

at some end or good, that our ends 

form a hierarchy, and that there is 

one ultimate end. The highest good is 

that at which all actions aim; it must 

be an end-in-itself, self-sufficient, 

and attainable (Morey, 2009). As 

happiness alone satisfies these condi-

tions, happiness alone is our highest 

good (Morey, 2009). 

Today, educators have embraced 

the rejection of God and have 

spurned the educational methodology 

of the Greeks—known as classical 

education. This has created a society 

of relativity, which negates any no-

tion of virtue. Corrosion of virtues 

began to take place in America’s 

wider culture, which directly affected 

common behavioral decency and 

academic excellence—both in the 

home and in education. Many be-

lieve this breakdown to be the result 

of Dewey’s progressive educational 

model, which wholly rejects both 

theism and classical education. Edu-

cators and authors in the twentieth 

century, such as Mortimer Adler, C. 

S. Lewis and Dorothy Sayers, saw 

the already failing trajectory of the 

modern educational model that had 

been influenced by Dewey’s progres-

sivism. An educational report that 

was published in the 1980s called “A 

Nation at Risk” confirmed this very 

fact when it states, “If an unfriendly 

foreign power had attempted to im-

pose on America the mediocre edu-

cational performance that exists to-

day, we might well have viewed it as 

an act of war” (p. 5). So this problem 

leads one to ask two questions: “Is 

what happened to public education a 

result of a rejection of the classical 

education model?” and “are the ef-
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fects on society today related to such 

a rejection?” I propose that when the 

United States rejected both the basis 

for education (knowing God) and the 

classical methodology, it led to a 

societal breakdown leading to a cul-

ture that borders on anarchy. 

 

Eric Woernle is 

GCA’s Principal and 

may be reached at  

 

ewoernle@greenvilleclassical.com. 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  

T r i s t a  T i l l e y  

Mrs. Trista Tilley started teaching K5 at GCA in 2013.  She is originally 

from Texas.  She attended college at Vanderbilt University where she 

graduated Cum Laude with dual B.S. degrees in Elementary Education 

and Special Education.  Trista and her husband Mark currently live in 

Simpsonville and have four children, three of whom are students at GCA 

and will be starting 3rd grade, 9th grade, and 12th grade in the fall.  Their 

oldest son graduated from GCA in May 2016.  She is a member of Christ 

Community Church, PCA where she is a substitute teacher for Sunday 

School and Charter Organization Representative and board member for 

American Heritage Girls.  In addition to being a member of American 

Heritage Girls, she is a member of Sweet Adelines International, a world-

wide organization for women singers, committed to advancing the musi-

cal art form of barbershop harmony through education and performances.   

Her hobbies are reading, traveling, singing, camping, creating, karate, 

triathlon, and running.   

When asked what she likes about GCA, she 

said “I am blessed to get to experience 

GCA from the perspective of both parent 

and teacher.  Between our four children, 

our family has experience almost every 

grade offered at GCA, and it has been tre-

mendous.  The teachers are knowledge-

able, love what they do, and love their stu-

dents.  Our children have been challenged 

and thrive here. As a teacher, there is no 

other place I would rather be.  I have the 

support and freedom to pour into my stu-

dents, hopefully igniting a fire and love for 

learning while developing their skills to do 

so.”  

 

Her favorite verse is “And whatever you 

ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.”  

Matthew 21:22.  

 

Anyone who knows Trista knows she loves 

Dr. Suess, so it’s no surprise her favorite 

quotation is from Dr. Suess “I like non-

sense, it wakes up the brain cells.  Fantasy 

is a necessary ingredient in living.  It’s a 

way of looking at life through the wrong 

end of a telescope, which is what I do.  And 

that enables you to laugh at Life’s reali-

ties.”   
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Pictured left to right:  Front Row:  Alex Waldschmidt, Carson Blough, Jake McIlwain, David Janowski, Dawson Costner, 

Conner Aho, William Hindman.  Back Row:  Asst. Coach Pattison Vidal, Chris Ruffolo, Jose Akin, Hunter Kelly, Camden 

Tilley, Logan Hancock, Luke Hancock, William Erkens, Reagan Suber, Lawrence Myers, Coach Eric Woernle 

To the Parents of the Spring Soccer Team, 

 

It was my honor and privilege to serve as your head soccer 

coach for the Spring Season.  I was so grateful for another op-

portunity to mentor and work with your young men.  We have 

made strides together in the last two seasons and I believe we 

have grown in this one. 

 

These young men have continued to not only develop their 

skills, situational awareness and knowledge of the game, but 

also their love for the game and maturity in their spiritual testi-

mony. 

 

The players did a great job being Christ’s ambassadors to many 

of the teams we played this season and it was important that even 

though we strove to be winners, it truly spoke volumes when we 

were good losers. Even though we did not have a winning record, 

we were able to praise God for the players’ intensity, skills and 

friendships/camaraderie cultivated while enjoying soccer. 

 

Coach Vidal also was of great assistance this year—bringing a 

new enthusiasm and love for the game. He also provides reinforce-

ment to many of the lessons I have tried to communicate. Overall, 

I was happy with the boys’ play this season and anticipate a con-

tinued partnership with you as parents. I look forward to next sea-

son and the opportunity to shepherd these young men and pray to 

the Lord that I may continue to be an example worth imitating just 

as the apostles were. 

 

College Visits 

GCA sophomores and juniors, 

were accompanied by GCA ad-

ministrators, Jenny Spears and 

Nancy Blough, on visits to local 

colleges. On April 6 students 

visited North Greenville Univer-

sity and Bob Jones University. 

On May 2, students visited 

Clemson University and Ander-

son University.  More college 

visits will be scheduled in the 

future. 
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May Events 

May 2  10th-12th college tour to Clemson and Anderson University 

May 5  K4-12th Half Day; Casual Dress Day; No Late Stay; History Fair & Silent Auction 

May 12  Upper School Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 12:00 p.m.; Athletic Banquet - GCA Gym 6:00 p.m. 

May 15  Senior Thesis Student Presentations 7:00 p.m. Choir Room 

May 19  Lower School Field Day 8:30-12:00 p.m.; Casual Dress Day; Half Day K4-6th; No Late Stay;                           

Upper School Worship Night at Hindman’s 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

May 25  Commencement 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

May 26  Last Day; Awards Ceremony 10:30 a.m. Gym; Students wear dress uniforms 

May 29  Office closed for Memorial Day 

H i s t o r y  F a i r  &  S i l e n t  A u c t i o n  

GCA’s annual History Fair and Silent Auction was held on Friday, May 5 with the theme “The Armor of God.”   


