
Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in 

a person's heart, but it is the LORD's 

purpose that prevails.”  

 

As I pondered this verse it took 

me back to the founding of Greenville 

Classical Academy in 2004. The foun-

ders had a vision to provide a Christian 

classical education to students in the 

Greenville area. This vision seemed sim-

ple; however, the task was daunting. 

Through many crests and troughs, the 

rock that has remained firm against the 

onslaught of beating waves has been the 

school’s commitment to this vision. This 

vision encapsulates GCA’s heartbeat to 

see its students not only have knowledge 

but to build upon that knowledge with 

understanding and wisdom to enable 

students to see God’s hand in all sub-

jects. James Clavell aptly states, “God 

gives us intelligence to uncover the won-

ders of nature.” Knowledge, understand-

ing and wisdom were not designed to be 

learned independently from the Creator 

or void of parental supervision. So in the 

early days of GCA, the founders envi-

sioned the partnering model in order to 

assist in developing the mind, cultivating 

the soul, and nourishing the body of the 

students. As GCA grows, we desire to 

offer more opportunities for this to take 

place by expanding the academics, arts 

and athletics we offer. This, we believe, 

allows for well-rounded development of 

students so they may impact their gen-

eration for the glory of God. God has so 

graciously blessed GCA with wonderful 

families that our hearts continue to swell 

with joy and thankfulness. We want oth-

ers to catch the vision of how classical 

education can transform and facilitate 

students’ meeting their full potential for 

God’s glory.  

 As we grasp the vision, many of 

us envy the education that our children 

are currently receiving at GCA. As Rev. 

Lawrence indicated in our recent State of 

the School address, I find my mind and 

heart saying, “Oh, how I wish I had re-

ceived an education like this.” There is 

good news on this front. Although you 

have not personally received a classical 

education, by assisting and sharing in the 

education of your children, you do. The 

partnering model lends itself to parents 

partaking in the same educational experi-

ences. This opportunity should be met 

with excitement and passion. As I have 

mentioned in an earlier newsletter, you 

are investing in your child and providing 

them with something unique that will 

prepare them to engage an increasingly 

hostile culture. This investment also 

positively affects us as well. As we pray 

and work alongside them we gain confi-

dence that our children will be well pre-

pared for what may lay ahead. 

 At GCA, we can cast our excit-

ing vision but we must always remember 

that it is God who determines the success 

and His Will shall be established. This is 

what Proverbs 19:21 seeks to communi-

cate:  “Many are the plans of a person’s 

heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that 

prevails.” As we walk through this proc-

ess of education and partnership with all 

of our families, we seek to honor the 

Lord in our plans with the knowledge 

that God’s purpose will prevail. As a 

school, we can prepare and make great 

plans for the future. Similarly, parents 
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picture the future of the children and 

take steps to accomplish their own vi-

sion. God has done a great work through 

the ministry of GCA for which we are 

extremely humbled and very thankful. 

The founders made plans not knowing 

what God’s ultimate purpose would be 

for GCA. Today GCA stands as a testi-

mony of God’s purposes. Glancing back-

ward while also looking forward, we 

must conclude that whatever our vision 

is or whatever plans we seek to accom-

plish, we are simply tools to be used by 

God and that he has a purpose for every 

child which will ultimately bring Him 

glory. 

 
Eric Woernle is GCA’s Principal and may be  

reached at ewoernle@greenvilleclassical.com. 
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B o y s   B a s k e t b a l l  

B y  C o a c h  J a y  M c M u r r a y  

Front Row:  Chris Ruffolo, Jachin Bales, Wiggins McMurray, Jake McIlwain, Luke Tolsma, Liam Tolsma, Charlie Gray   Back Row:  Coach Jay McMurray, Wes-

ton Tolsma, Mason Hynds, Jeremy Paul, Malcolm Fields, Patrick Weir, Matthew Jobe, Tanner Costner, Coach Alan Tolsma, Coach Greg Paul. 

   Tick…Tick…Tick…  The final seconds were ticking away on 

the 2016-2017 GCA basketball season during our last game at 

Easley Christian School in early February…. 

   It seemed hard to believe that 4 months had passed since our 

first practice back in October.  On that first day, we were not a 

team.  We were 14 young men and 3 coaches of different skill 

and experience levels out on the GCA court, running through 

drills for the first time.  Our team consisted of players in the 

eighth grade all the way to our three seniors.  Some players had 

played for many years and were experienced, while a few play-

ers were on the court for the first time.  So we started with the 

basics – how to dribble, how to pass, how to shoot, etc.  Over 

time, skills began to sharpen, relationships deepened, and we 

began to become a team! 

   One of the things that drew us closer as a unit was our over-

night retreat.  After school one Friday in November, we threw 

pillows, sleeping bags, and each other into vehicles and travelled 

over to the Camp Aiken gymnasium.  For the next two days we 

ran, sweated, laughed, ate, and played basketball.  The coaches 

had to turn the gym lights off at 2am so at least some of us could 

get some sleep!  We also spent time meditating on the Word, 

especially considering Ephesians 4:10.  (We revisited that pas-

sage several times throughout the remainder of the season, dis-

cussing what “For we are His workmanship…” means to us and 

our future as Godly men and leaders in the years to come.)  

It then became time for the games to start.  We started off the 

season rather sluggishly, feeling our way through the first few 

games.  We did not play to the best of our abilities, and the 

coaches, also coaching together for the first time, did not coach 

to the best of their abilities.  But, we learned from each of those 

early losses and began to find ways to emphasize our strengths 

and improve our weaknesses.  Our turning point came in a close 

loss to Lighthouse Christian in early January.  We were ahead for 

large portions of the game, and had a chance to tie at the end of 

the game when a game tying three pointer was a bit off the mark.  

Although a loss, we realized that we had dramatically improved 

and could compete at a high level.  For the rest of the season, we 

played with more confidence and determination, competing hard 

from the first tip to the final play.  

   I will miss this team.  I was proud of so many things about our 

season.  I loved the way the veterans welcomed the newcomers 

onto the team and made them feel at home early on.  I was ex-

cited that the first year players worked hard throughout the year 

on their skills and improved as the season wore on.   I was very 

happy and very proud that all of our players – all fourteen young 

men - were able to score at least one basket during the season and 

contribute to our success in other ways as well.                                                                                                                   

   Buzzzzz…….  And with that final buzzer at Easley Christian 

School, our last game was over.  Emotions were mixed as we left 

the court.  There was some sadness and watery eyes, knowing 

that this team - made up of these players and coaches - would 

never play another basketball game together again.  But on the 

other hand, there was a lot of excitement and joy - not only had 

we just won our final game by fifteen points, but we also finished 

the season on a three game winning streak! It was exciting to see 

how God brought the players together as a team, and it will be 

exciting to see what God has in store for these young men, and 

for GCA Athletics as a whole, in the years to come.  

Jay McMurray may be reached at jaymarnie@yahoo.com 



   On Friday, February 24, students ventured to Whisper-

ing Pines Stables in Mauldin for their second service day. 

While working, students bonded with horses, cows, dogs, 

chickens, sheep and even a newborn colt! Piles of leaves 

were raked. Hay was spread across the fields. Bricks were 

laid for walkways. Fences were covered and branches 

were swept up. 

   Even though the work is finished and the days are done, 

the   impact of these service days will last much longer 

than the dirty hands, tired arms and muddy shoes that your 

children came home with. Students saw the needs of local 

ministries and jumped in to help make things cleaner, 

smoother, and better. They bonded together to serve where 

service was needed and that bond is a memory that will 

inspire even more service opportunities in the future. 

 

Jessica MacQuarrie is GCA’s Event and  

Volunteer Coordinator and may be reached 

at jmacquarrie@greenvilleclassical.com 

U p p e r  S c h o o l  S e r v i c e  D a y s  

B y  J e s s i c a  M a c Q u a r r i e   

P a g e  3  M a r c h  2 0 1 7  

   Here at GCA, it is our mission to provide students with an 

education that is well-rounded in academics and citizen-

ship. As part of this mission, we celebrate opportunities to 

serve in our community. On February 22 and 24, our Upper 

School students embraced two fantastic opportunities to 

serve local organizations. On February 22, the students 

trekked to the Trail Life USA Camp Aiken facility in Bel-

ton.  Once there, students, teachers and parent volunteers 

tackled indoor and outdoor projects that will aid Camp 

Aiken as they prep their facility for future events.  

   Students took inventory, cleaned, raked, shoveled, moved 

rocks and so much more. To add to the excitement, some 

students aided American Tree & Land Co. as they cut down 

some apple trees and pruned crepe myrtles to spruce up the 

front of the property. 



T h e  C l a s s i c a l  S c e n e  P a g e  4  

March Events 
 

Mar 6   Boys Soccer Game vs. Dixie @ Dixie 5:00 p.m. 

Mar 7   Upper School Information Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 8   Open House 9:00 a.m. 

Mar 9   Boys Soccer Game vs. Greenville Hurricanes @ Northwest Park Field #6  6:00 p.m. 

Mar 10   Half day for Lower School; Casual Dress Day; No Late Stay; L.S. Teacher In-Service;  

                Upper School Nerf Gun Fight 6:30-8:30 p.m. WRPC/GCA Gym 

Mar 13-17   No School: Spring Break K4-12th 

Mar 16-18 Great Homeschool Convention - TD Center 

Mar 20   Boys Soccer Game vs. Southside Christian @ Southside Christian 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 27-Apr 1 Upper School Spirit Week 

Mar 30   Optional Upper School Service Day - Lower School Teacher Help Day 

S p o t l i g h t  o n   

E m i l y  D o w n i n g   

Emily Downing has the unique distinction of being the first GCA student to come 

back and be a teacher at GCA.  She earned a B.S. in Mathematics Education and mi-

nored in Music from Bob Jones University where she received the Highest Four-Year 

Scholastic Average Award. 

  

She teaches Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, and Logic this year.   She 

has also taught Computer at GCA in prior years.  She has an AACS Professional Cer-

tification in Secondary Education for Mathematics and Music and a South Carolina 

State Board of Education Initial Certification for Mathematics. 

 

Her hobbies are crafting (specifically sewing, knitting, and crocheting), playing piano, 

reading, and English country dancing.  She is a member of Woodruff Road Presbyte-

rian where she sings in the choir, helps with the children’s choir, serves in the library, 

works in the nursery, and occasionally plays the piano for church services. 

 

When asked what she likes about GCA she said, “I love the small size of GCA, because it makes it easier to get to know 

everyone. I also love the emphasis on a Christian worldview, and the classical model of education. I love teaching 

classes in multiple grade levels so I get to see students grow through their time at GCA.” 

 

Her favorite verse is John 14:27 – “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

S.D. Smith will be in Greenville 

S. D. Smith, author of the Green Ember book series which was featured in the February 

issue of The Classical Scene, will be in Greenville at the TD Center for the Great 

Homeschool Convention and speaking on the following days and times: 

 

March 16, 6:30 p.m.  From Critic to Curator or Creator: How to Stop Noticing  

                                   Everything That’s Wrong &  Start Making or Supporting  

                                   Something Good 

March 17, 1:00 p.m.  Rabbits With Words: Hot Tips on Writing 

March 18, 4:00 p.m.  Living Like a Character in a Story: Becoming the Characters       

                                  We Love 


