
As a parent, I am continually chal-

lenged to find books that are balanced—

both captivating and having ethical 

themes. One such series that meets both 

of these qualifications with ease is “The 

Green Ember.” “The Green Ember” was 

the original book written by S.D. Smith. 

After this first novel he wrote a prequel 

much like C.S. Lewis did with “The 

Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe” and 

“The Magician’s Nephew.” Instead of 

purchasing “The Green Ember” (the first 

book written in this series), I elected to 

start with the prequel, called “The Black-

star of Kingston.” This is a relatively 

short book and I hoped it would give me 

a good sense of the quality of writing 

and storytelling in the series. My daugh-

ter and I found it well worth the read.  

I discovered this series through an 

online search targeting my oldest child’s 

reading level. I desired to have summer 

reading sessions with her and was look-

ing for a book that might spark her inter-

ests. I wanted something that would not 

be considered drudgery but rather an 

eagerly anticipated daily event. I can tell 

you that this series did not disappoint. 

C.S. Lewis once said, “Since it is so 

likely that children will meet cruel ene-

mies, let them at least have heard of 

brave knights and heroic courage.” The 

“Green Ember” series has all these ele-

ments plus more that make up great sto-

ries— courage, fear, uncertainty, love, 

betrayal, devotion, loyalty, patience, 

perseverance, etc.  S. D. Smith makes his 

characters accessible to young children 

(age 7+) groups while also appealing to 

an older audience.  

There are two mantras that Smith 

uses in describing his books—“rabbits 

with swords” and “new stories with an 

old soul.” This is precisely what we en-

countered upon reading this series. My 

eldest daughter and I enjoyed our time 

reading all three books in this series. In 

fact, we could not rest until we had fin-

ished them! What you will find in these 

books are characters adjusting from the 

narrow perspective of their place in the 

world to a much bigger one. In “The 

Hobbit,” Gandalf spoke to Bilbo saying, 

“You don’t really suppose, do you, that 

all your adventures and escapes were 

managed by mere luck, just for your sole 

benefit? You are a very fine person, Mr. 
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Baggins, and I am very fond of you; but 

you are only quite a little fellow in a 

wide world after all!” This is a nice sum-

mation of the realization that the charac-

ters discover during this series. The pre-

quel lays the foundation for the royal 

line that will be alluded to in the subse-

quent books—that of Winston Mariner 

who brings the rabbits to a land called 

Natalia. This book also introduces the 

reader to the main foes, which are the 

birds of prey that harass and attempt to 

subdue this thriving rabbit population 

seeking to establish itself as a commu-

nity. From the prequel there is an oath 

(Continued on page 2) 



that will continue to be referenced throughout the series, “My place beside you, My blood for yours, Till the Green Ember rises, Or 

the end of the world.”  

The two subsequent books in the series (“The Green Ember” and “Ember Falls”) follow a pair of rabbits named Picket and 

Heather through discouragement, trials, jealousies and triumphs. These two rabbits begin to realize that they are part of a much big-

ger story than just their immediate struggles and joys. They begin to see their whole world for what it truly is—a “broken wood.” 

Throughout both books they are on a journey to mend their world, to return it to the status before falling to the birds of prey. The 

birds of prey are assisted in these novels not only by wolves but also a rabbit who betrayed his own kind, thus initiating the fall of 

peace for the rabbits. So in the midst of this betrayal, Picket and Heather must find the courage to fight for the hope of a “mended 

wood,” overcoming their enemies which seems to be an overwhelming and fool-hardy endeavor.  

This book series is filled with a grand treasure trove of exciting adventures, chivalric themes and accessible characters. Much of 

the book is comprised of internal struggles providing a great foundation for character growth and maturity throughout the series. 

Overall, S. D. Smith gives the reader a fresh perspective of human emotion while also providing depth and scope to conflict using 

rabbits, which make it more accessible to children of young ages. Even though some may object to using animals to portray such 

themes, there are priceless gems to be discovered within the pages of this series. These gems will give them an appreciation for the 

will and determination the characters display within the story. I would highly recommend this series for families looking for books 

that engage the imagination while promoting truth, goodness and beauty. 
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cal culture but also trains the primary instrument that they use in 

praising their creator—their voices. One of the many reasons hu-

manity avoids singing is because its voice has not been trained. 

Students who are confident in their training experience the joy of 

making music. 

Also included in this pilot program are a Homeroom/Study 

Skills period and a Math Lab. These additions will address many 

concerns that affect a sixth grader tran-

sitioning into junior high. There will be 

increased focus on mentoring students 

to show independence in regard to 

schoolwork, guide them through the 

maze of organization and help them 

plan on how to accomplish their home-

work.  

The Math Lab will reinforce the 

lessons that have been taught previ-

ously by giving the students access to a math teacher on Tuesday 

and Thursday. Our goal is to 

mitigate our students drink-

ing from the proverbial fire 

hose and instead prepare 

them to better manage them-

selves. Again we are excited 

about piloting this program 

next year and look forward to 

our current sixth grade fami-

lies journeying with us as we seek to shepherd, nourish, cultivate 

and teach the blessings the Lord has entrusted to you. 

The new five-day seventh grade program will meet Monday 

through Friday from 8:30  – 3:00 and the tuition will be the same 

as Lower School tuition. If you have any questions about this new 

program, feel free to talk to Mr. Woernle or Mrs. Blough. 
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Eric Woernle is GCA’s Principal and may be reached at ewoernle@greenvilleclassical.com. 

We are excited to announce GCA’s new five-day seventh 

grade program. It has always been our desire to incorporate 

more fine arts and physical fitness in our current Upper School 

program. Too many times we can get so caught up in core sub-

jects that other very important aspects of young adult develop-

ment can be overlooked. Clark & Jain in their work The Lib-

eral Arts Tradition said, “Physical discipline produces self-

control, while perseverance 

through difficult activities pro-

duces patience and creates habits 

of hard work in attaining goals- 

virtues that are invaluable in the 

classroom as they are in an ath-

letic event.” Introducing a full-

time, five-day seventh grade pro-

gram next year allows us to pro-

vide Physical Education and Fine 

Arts as a natural part of our pro-

gram that assists in the development of mind, soul and body. 

As Christian parents, we long to have our students feast on 

the good, the true and the beautiful. Fine Arts can be said to 

encompass the beauty part of the feast because it is an expres-

sion of the truth and goodness one has internalized through the 

developmental process. A student can either be fostered by 

sights and sounds or overwhelmed by them. In the education of 

our founding fathers, fine arts was always an integral part be-

cause it provided a natural outlet for expression and it allowed 

for them to have an appre-

ciation for beauty while 

also having the ability to 

create it. Adding Choir to 

the seventh grade five-

day, full-time program not 

only trains students in the 

classics of western musi-



     Jenny Spears is GCA’s Dean of 

Faculty and Academics and also 

teaches Algebra I.  She was born in 

Topeka, KS and grew up in Moultrie, 

GA.  She attended Georgia Southern 

College (now University) earning a 

BS in Education and a Masters in 

Teaching.  She has been married to 

her husband Robert for 36 years.  

They are members of Blue Ridge 

Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Greer.  

Her hobbies are furniture refinishing, 

paper crafts, and her five grandsons.   

     Jenny wears many hats at GCA 

some of which include academic ad-

vising, college counseling, teacher 

mentoring, planning teacher in-

service and training, curriculum development, and assisting with car line. 

When asked what she likes about GCA, she said “I love that it is a family; 

that we partner together with families as we seek to glorify God in the educa-

tional setting. “ Her favorite verses are Jeremiah 29:11-13, “For I know the 

thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of 

evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and 

pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when 

you search for Me with all your heart.” 

 

S p o t l i g h t  o n   

J E N N Y  S P E A R S  
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Congratulations to 

Preston Timms (12th grade) 

and Gabe Wentworth (9th 

grade) for placing first place in 

Public Forum at the Speech 

and Debate Tournament at 

Berkeley High School in 

Moncks Corner on January 28, 

2017.  Way to represent GCA, 

boys!  We are proud of you! 

 

 

Re-enroll by Feb. 28 and 

receive a 50% discount 

on the enrollment fee. 

Love Your Teacher Days: February 14-16 

This is a great opportunity to show your Lower School 

teachers appreciation and give them a little              

extra LOVE!  Here are some ideas: 

February 14—send in a homemade card, flower(s), a 

handmade picture, balloon, small gift, etc. 

February 15—classroom Room Moms host a 

“Breakfast in the Hallway” for the teachers 

February 16—Lower School teachers will enjoy a 

luncheon hosted by SLiC from 11:30-12:30 p.m.  

Maybe you can volunteer to watch the class during that 

hour?  Your Room Mom may be contacting you. 
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February Events 

Feb 1   Open House 9:00 a.m. 

Feb 2   Boys Basketball game vs. Temple Christian, 6 p.m. 

Feb 3   Half Day for 1st-6th; No Late Stay; Casual Dress Day; Lower School Teacher In-Service 

Feb 7   Boys Basketball game vs. Easley Christian, 5 p.m. 

Feb 13  Science Fair projects due for judging 

Feb 14  Science Fair 9:00–10:30 a.m.; Students wear dress uniform 

Feb 14-16 Lower School “Love your Teacher” Days 

Feb 16  Lower School Teacher Appreciation Luncheon, Noon 

Feb 17  Deadline for part-time 7th-9th grade students to sign up for achievement testing 

Feb 20  Presidents Day - No School (Snow Make-up Day) 

Feb 22  Upper School Service Day to Camp Aiken in Belton 

Feb 23  State of the School Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Feb 24  Upper School Service Day to Whispering Pines Stables in Mauldin 

Feb 28  Deadline to re-enroll and receive 50% discount on enrollment fee 

Lower School Honor Roll 

For 2nd Quarter 

Jackson Alford 

Jacob Alford 

Madelyn Alford 

Tucker Allison 

Afton Babington  

Ponder Babington 

Emma Carnell 

Grace Carnell 

Megan Carnell 

Jonah Duncan 

Miller DuPuy  

Felicity Foy 

Leah Faith Goodnough 

Jack Greer 

Billy Hill 

Bess Hindman 

Kate Hindman 

Riley Holbrook 

Andrew Johnson 

Chase Johnson 

Isaiah Loftis 

Morgan McCune 

Christian McDonald 

Casper Marcinak 

Valerie Matheson 

Kaitlyn Moll 

Madelyn Moll 

Sarah Myers 

Benji O’Neal 

Hayden Ollis 

Keegan Ollis 

Lucy O'Neal 

Cole Owens 

Benjamin Reeves 

David Reeves 

Thomas Reeves 

Eliana Shoaf 

Darcy Smith 

Jack Smith 

Sydni Smith 

Clara Sprinkle 

Bella Stanley 

Gigi Stanley 

Jakson Stoller 

Ava Stoller 

Pearl Summerlin 

Madison Tervo 

Joshua Wallwork 

Dustin Waldschmidt 

Silas Walters 

Emmy Kate Woernle 

Lizzy Woernle 

 

A Honor Roll  A/B Honor Roll 

Rose Babington 

David Bagwell 

Maria Bagwell 

Livie Brown 

Luke Brown 

Ollie Brown 

Peter Erkens 

Caroline Ferguson 

Kate George 

Chloe Laps 

Reagan Lockaby 

Harris Myers 

Liam Myers 

Kelson Penwell 

Sarah Pereira 

Noah Shoviak 

Ava Smith 

Eden Smith 

Harrison Stoller 

Ethan Suber 

Asher Svatora 

Hudson Tervo 

Scottie Tilley 

Niki Waldschmidt 

 


