
How does man truly understand the 

world around him? How does he find 

his purpose and motivation for each 

day and life in general? Many believe 

the answers to these questions lie in 

education. This is by no means an 

epiphany in our culture, but rather can 

be traced all the way back to Plato. In 

a lecture, Alfred North Whitehead 

once said, "All western philosophy 

consists of footnotes to Plato." In 

Plato’s Cave allegory, he clearly ar-

gues that education is humankind’s 

solution. He alludes to the fact that 

humankind is a slave to the shadows 

of images and it takes the instruction 

of the philosopher to lead them out of 

the cave. Outside of the cave is the 

realm of what is real and good—in 

fact the philosopher is the one who 

defines these very ideas. Plato even 

went on to say that it was this process 

that was key to having a government 

that would preserve the rights of its 

citizens. At this junction, the question 

that should immediately arise is why is 

the philosopher the one who defines 

these concepts? This makes the ideas 

subjective in nature and transient at 

best in application, which does not 

keep our government accountable in 

preserving the rights of her citizens. 

So in modern progressive education, 

morals and ethics have been stripped 

of their significance while allowing 

for the institution to be used as a plat-

form for indoctrination because of the 

influence of this platonic idea. Plato 

saw this logical end but failed to satis-

factorily address it. 

As Christians, the Lord has given us the 

roadmap to answering these questions 

and concerns and it is not based on a 

philosopher’s whim or transient stan-

dard. The roadmap is Holy Writ. Scrip-

ture is not silent on the aspects of hu-

mankind’s understanding the world 

around him and appreciating his pur-

pose within it. It instructs its readers 

that in order to answer these questions, 

a relational knowledge of God is neces-

sary. Relational knowledge is defined 

by what God deems important for us to 

know, which includes both objective 

and subjective aspects (i.e. general and 

special revelation.) Special revelation 

provides the very foundation for morals 

and ethics that frame an orderly society 

and structure the educational process. 

General revelation shows us the natural 

order of creation and universe function. 

This should satiate the Christian with a 

love and awe for God and how He com-

municates Himself to us through these 

various means and ultimately motivates 

us toward personal piety. Understand-

ing God through both the general and 

special revelation allows us to have a 

true appreciation of the wonders of 

God’s attributes displayed in both crea-

tion and His Word.  

G o d ’ s  Ro a d m a p  
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We wish all of our families 
a wonderful Christmas as 
they celebrate the birth of 
God’s son Jesus Christ. 



On Saturday, November 5 we celebrated our 8th annual GCA’s 

Fall Festival & Holiday Market. This beloved event is the larg-

est fundraiser that GCA presents and we were thrilled that this 

year we raised a grand total of $15,686.48 with $1,212.69 of 

that total going to-

wards our Athletic 

Program. While the 

funds are a huge 

blessing to our 

school, this event 

represents much 

more to the GCA 

family. The festival 

offers our students 

and families the 

unique opportunity 

to join with our 

community in a 

celebration of crea-

tivity and com-

merce. Through this 

joining, our community gets a firsthand look at our students’ 

giving attitudes and our families’ passion for education. A re-

cord of over 2,800 people attended and experienced the joyful 

heartbeat of our school. In addition to the crowds, this event 

allowed our school to minister to over 85 local vendors. One ven-

dor commented, “This was our first in-person event and it was 

great! Wonderful atmosphere, successful sales, and our 2-year-

old had a blast. We also enjoyed learning more about your 

school.” Thank you to the 

many who dedicated time 

as volunteers and helped to 

make this special event 

possible. Another vendor 

praised our volunteers by 

saying, “Please tell your 

volunteers thank you — a 

huge THANK YOU. I was 

there at 7:05 and had the 

best directions, best help 

unloading my vehicle ever. 

And thank you for your 

loving endorsements of 

your vendors - we feel the 

love and it shows through 

our sales.”.So even though 

the festival is over and November has come to a close, the impact 

of GCA’s Fall Festival & Holiday Market continues to echo in 

the relationships we’re building and in the message of our school 

that we are passing on to the local community. 

firm, put on their Gospel shoes, the Belt of Truth and other spiri-

tual armor pieces that will give them the courage to face even the 

darkest days. Love for Jesus 

shone on their faces and the mes-

sage of the Gospel was beauti-

fully spoken to all in attendance. 

One visitor commented that this 

was “the best Grandparents Day 

program yet!” Special thanks are 

due to Rachel Lockaby, Kim 

Matlock, Marissa VanDeusen 

and Emily Downing for their 

giving spirits and hard work on 

the program that made this a 

Grandparents Day to remember. 

We are already looking forward 

to next year! 

November has been a busy month for our school but we have 

loved every moment! November 28 marked our annual Grand-

parents Day celebration! 

Grandparents came from 

far and near to share this 

special day with their 

grandchildren. Our dedi-

cated Lower School 

teachers started the day 

with classroom visits 

filled with crafts and ac-

tivities that showcased 

what students are learning 

here at GCA. After some 

delicious refreshments 

provided by our SLiC 

committees, grandparents 

and families enjoyed a 

heartwarming musical 

program. Every class from 

K4 to our seniors pre-

sented a recitation or song focused on our theme for the year, 

The Armor of God. Our students have been learning to stand 

F A L L  F E S T I V A L  A N D  H O L I D A Y  M A R K E T  

B y  J e s s i c a  M a c Q u a r r i e  

P a g e  2  T h e  C l a s s i c a l  S c e n e  

Jessica MacQuarrie is GCA’s 

Volunteer and Event Coordina-

tor and may be reached at  jmacquarrie@greenvilleclassical.com. 

G R A N D P A R E N T S  D A Y  

B y  J e s s i c a  M a c Q u a r r i e  



National Merit Semi-Finalist and  

Commended Students 

Part-time student, senior Luke Hancock was one of 45 high school seniors from 

Greenville, Pickens, and Anderson counties who were named as semi-finalists for 

the 62nd annual National Merit Scholarship Program. He joins 16,000 seniors from 

across the country who were named semifinalists in the competition for about 7,500 

National Merit Scholarships worth about $33 million in scholarships that will be 

awarded next spring. 

The semifinalists were chosen from about 1.6 million juniors who entered the pro-

gram by taking the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test, which served as an initial screen of program entrants. 

To become a finalist, the semifinalist and his or her high school must submit a de-

tailed scholarship application, in which they provide information about the semifi-

nalist’s academic record, participation in school and community activities, demon-

strated leadership abilities, employment, and honors and awards received.  

From the approximately 16,000 semifinalists, about 15,000 are expected to advance 

to the finalist level, and in February they will be notified of this designation. All 

National Merit Scholarship winners will be selected from this group of finalists. 

Merit Scholar designees are selected on the basis of their skills, accomplishments, 

and potential for success in rigorous college studies, without regard to gender, race, 

ethnic origin, or religious preference.  

GCA seniors Lydia Martzin and Preston Timms were named Commended Stu-

dents in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program.   

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation were recognized for their 

exceptional academic promise.  Although they will not continue in the 2017 compe-

tition for National Merit Scholarship awards, Commended Students placed among 

the top five percent of more than 1.6 million students who entered the 2017 competi-

tion by taking the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test (PSAT/NMSQT) in October 2015.   

These three seniors, along with others, will be formally recognized for their achieve-

ments at the GCA Awards Ceremony on May 26 at 10:30 a.m.  All GCA families 

and their friends are invited to attend this special event. 

G C A  s t u d e n t s  d o  w e l l  i n  t h e  2 0 1 7  

N a t i o n a l  M e r i t  S c h o l a r s h i p  P r o g r a m  

P a g e  3  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6  

Luke Hancock is the son of Mark and 

Michaell Hancock and has attended GCA for 

two years.  Luke’s younger brother Logan is 

currently a sophomore at GCA. 

Preston Timms is 

the son of Grover and 

Lisa Timms and has 

attended GCA for 13 

years.  Preston’s 

older brother John 

graduated from GCA 

in 2011. 

Lydia Martzin is the 

daughter of John and 

Faith Martzin and has 

attended GCA for 13 

years.  Lydia’s older 

brother James gradu-

ated from GCA in 

2015. 

Kim Matlock is GCA’s new sixth grade teacher, but she’s not new to teaching.  

After graduating with a B.S. in Elementary Education, Kim taught at Hampton Park 

Christian School for three years and then went back to earn her M.Ed. in Education 

from BJU.  The first year she came to GCA Kim taught 3rd-6th grade science. She 

moved to 4th grade her second year where she continued for six years.  Kim is a 

HUGE Clemson fan, loves to bake, and loves to spoil her students.   
 

When asked what she likes about GCA, Kim said, “I love the family atmosphere, 

the students, and the parents.  Some of my best friends are parents in this school.  I 

feel like I have been surrounded by love and people that are willing to support me 

however/whenever I need.  I love the Christian atmosphere and the small class size.  

I feel like I can really connect with my students.  I love being utilized in whatever 

role the school has for me.  I love leading recitation and running car line.  Being at 

GCA everyday is such a blessing.”  

S p o t l i g h t  o n  K i m  M a t l o c k  
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December and January Events 
 

Dec 6  Boys Basketball Home Game vs. Easley Homeschool, 4 p.m. 

Dec 7  Christmas Choir Program - 12:25 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Dec 8  Boys Basketball Game vs. Oakwood Christian School, 304 Pearman Dairy Rd, Anderson, SC 29625, 5 p.m. 

Dec 9  Staff Christmas Luncheon, Youth Room, 12 p.m. 

Dec 12-16  Upper School Exams  

Dec 16  Christmas Parties; Half Day 

Dec 17-Jan 2  Christmas Break; No School 

Jan 3  Return to School K4-6th grade 

Jan 6  Upper School Teacher In-Service; Boys Basketball Game vs. New Covenant, 6 p.m. 

Jan 9  Return to School 7th-12th grades (Second Semester starts) 

Jan 10 Upper School Information Meeting 7 p.m. 

Jan 11 Open House 9 a.m. 

Jan 13 Half Day K4-6th; End of 2nd Qtr; Home Boys Basketball Game vs. Temple Christian, GCA gym; 6 p.m. 

Jan 24 Boys Basketball Game vs. Easley Homeschool; 4 p.m. 

Jan 27  Last day to re-enrollment and guarantee a spot for your child in their class. 

Jan 31  Home Boys Basketball game vs. Easley Christian, GCA gym, 4 p.m. 

Lower School Honor Roll 

For 1
st

 Quarter 

Jackson Alford 

Madelyn Alford 

Tucker Allison 

Afton Babington  

Ponder Babington 

Rose Babington 

Maria Bagwell 

Emma Carnell 

Grace Carnell 

Megan Carnell 

Jonah Duncan 

Charlie Erkens 

Peter Erkens 

Felicity Foy 

Kate George 

Leah Faith Goodnough 

Jack Greer 

Bess Hindman 

Kate Hindman 

Riley Holbrook 

Reagan Lockaby 

Morgan McCune 

Christian McDonald 

Casper Marcinak 

Valerie Matheson 

Kaitlyn Moll 

Madelyn Moll 

Harris Myers 

Sarah Myers 

Benji O’Neal 

Hayden Ollis 

Keegan Ollis 

Cole Owens 

Benjamin Reeves 

David Reeves 

Thomas Reeves 

Eliana Shoaf 

Noah Shoviak 

Ava Smith 

Darcy Smith 

Eden Smith 

Jack Smith 

Sydni Smith 

Clara Sprinkle 

Bella Stanley 

Gigi Stanley 

Jakson Stoller 

Ethan Suber 

Pearl Summerlin 

Madison Tervo 

A Honor Roll  A/B Honor Roll 

 

Jacob Alford 

David Bagwell 

Livie Brown 

Luke Brown 

Ollie Brown 

Avi Carrick 

Miller DuPuy  

Caroline Ferguson 

Billy Hill 

Andrew Johnson 

Chloe Laps 

Rorey Laps 

Isaiah Loftis 

Liam Myers 

Lucy O'Neal 

Claire Ooten 

Kelson Penwell 

Sarah Pereira 

Ava Stoller 

Harrison Stoller 

Asher Svatora 

Hudson Tervo 

Scottie Tilley 

Niki Waldschmidt 

Lizzy Woernle 

Joshua Wallwork 

Dustin Waldschmidt 

Silas Walters 

Emmy Kate Woernle 


