
become. We must have a vision for 

our children in order for us to take 

steps to make it a reality. 

 

Eric Woernle is 

GCA’s Principal and 

may be reached at                                                                              

In our world today, every marketing 

strategy talks about the return on invest-

ment. As one navigates the slough of com-

mercials and over-stimulating rhetoric, 

there is only one thing (besides the church) 

that a parent can truly invest in that has 

eternal returns. That investment is in our 

children. This is a long-term investment 

and one that takes years of sacrifice, but in 

the end, it is, and always will be, worth the 

costs. Your child’s education is one of the 

most significant investments that you can 

make. You need a school that will provide 

a firm foundation for engaging a culture 

that has progressively misrepresented what 

is true, good, and beautiful.  

 

God made us so that education is re-

quired for us to learn about Him, the world 

that He created, and to fulfill the work He 

sets out for us. It is this understanding that 

allows for the right representation for truth, 

goodness, and beauty.  This is what trans-

forms children from a child with a poten-

tial to a child who can fulfill his or her 

potential. It is crucial that education/

instruction is harmonized between the 

three pillars of home, church and school. 

This allows for the reinforcement of bibli-

cal principles 

in a child’s 

environment. 

Children must 

learn to see 

their world 

through the 

lenses of 

Scripture and 

be able to 

apply the Bible to their current culture. 

In order to do this well, students must 

have knowledge, understanding, and 

wisdom. 

 

Socrates once said, “I cannot 

teach anybody anything, I can only 

make them think.” Socrates understood 

that the process of thinking is more 

important than individual facts. Equip-

ping students with the process of think-

ing and love of learning will always 

make them more successful than just 

giving students information. Many 

know the old adage, “Give a man a fish, 

feed him for a day, teach a man how to 

fish, feed him for a lifetime.” Unfortu-

nately, much of today’s education is all 

about “giving fish” so students can pass 

a test rather than teaching them “the 

how” which would give them tools for 

lifetime success.  

 
So remember that the sacrifice that 

you are making today for your child’s 

education is an investment that reaps 

eternal returns. This investment is not a 

quick “get rich” scheme but rather an 

investment 

that grows 

and builds 

over time. As 

parents, we 

must take the 

long view 

and see what 

our child will 
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Here at GCA, fall is our favorite season because with it 

comes one of our most treasured events. On November 5th, 

we are excited to host our 8th annual GCA’s Fall Festival & 

Holiday Market! While this event is an instrumental fund-

raiser for our school, it is so much more than that.  Novem-

ber 5th will be a time for our GCA family to join with our 

community in a celebration of creativity and commerce. Our 

family-friendly activities and atmosphere make this event 

truly unique. The beloved KidZone boasts a hayride, face 

painting, games, bounce houses, pony rides and more! 

While your children play, this is the perfect time for you 

to finish your Christmas shopping. With over 90 local 

vendors featuring diverse, creative and high quality mer-

chandise, buying gifts for your family will be a breeze! We 

know that all this fun and shopping may make you hungry, 

so we’ve invited food vendors that 

will quench your cravings and our 

Sweet Shop will satisfy your sweet 

tooth! So come, bring your family, 

and invite your friends and neighbors 

to share this day with us. We can’t 

wait to see you on November 5th from 

10 a.m.-3 p.m.!  

 

build character.” Being “salt and light” in the world is not done 

by words alone but also by one’s deeds. This season, the soccer 

team set an example of gracious-

ness in winning and losing. Many 

parents from the competing teams 

would address me praising the 

team for their attitude and actions 

on the field. This is a testimony to 

the soccer team’s hard work and 

love for Christ. As Christians, it is 

important to note that sports can be 

enjoyed while glorifying God. The 

team’s efforts were blessed with a 

winning record. They ended the 

season with seven wins, four losses 

and one tie. Training hard in both 

soccer and life is the impression 

the young men have left on the teams we have played. Not every 

team we play proclaims Christ and leaving a positive impression 

of Christian character is a seed that is planted and may sprout 

later.  

In sports there is a saying, “How you train today determines 

how you perform tomorrow.” It has been a privilege to coach 

the young men’s soccer team this 

fall. One thing we focused on was 

the aforementioned statement not 

only in its application to soccer 

particularly, but also its application 

to life in general. Creating good 

habits in passing the ball is impor-

tant, but training oneself to respond 

graciously to others who irritate or 

frustrate you is crucial. So soccer is 

a venue where nourishing the body 

helps cultivate the soul. Clark & 

Jain, in The Liberal Arts Tradition, 

once said, “We are unions of body 

and soul, and these two elements 

are interrelated in everything we do.”  

 

It has been said, “Sportsmanship thus becomes an image of the 

sacrifices needed to promote the growth of those virtues that 

pact on your child’s life. The day will begin at 8:40 a.m. with 

Lower School (K4—6th) classroom visits that will allow visi-

tors to witness firsthand what students are learning. After the 

classroom time, we will gather in the gym for a refreshment 

interlude featuring delicious goodies and scrumptious coffee. 

The event will culminate at 10:45 a.m. with a musical program 

including class recitation presentations and songs focused on 

our Armor of God theme. Also, we are excited to finish the 

program with a special song performed by our Upper School 

students. Lower School students will be dismissed at noon.  Upper 

school grandparents will have an opportunity to eat lunch and visit 

the 5th hour class with their older grandchildren. Please mark your 

calendars to join us for this wonderful day!   

On November 18, we invite all grandparents and 

“grandfriends” to join us for our annual Grandparents Day 

celebration. Grandparents are truly a gift from the Lord. It is 

our desire to set aside this day to honor them and their im-
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Jessica MacQuarrie is GCA’s 

Volunteer and Event Coordina-

tor and may be reached at                                            

jmacquarrie@greenvilleclassical.com. 



learned the much deeper skill of depending on each other to be-

come a better offensive team. These girls will go far in volleyball 

because of their coachable spirits. I am anxious to see what hap-

pens next season, because at the rate we’re going, we will be the 

school with all those tournament champion banners hanging on 

our walls! The improvement from our first few games to our last 

few games is truly remarkable, and each and every player can be 

proud of what they accomplished in a few short months. Sec-

ondly, yet certainly the most significant, the attitude of each 

player was absolutely in line with our school’s motto, Deum Glo-

rificare. Our team verse is I Corinthians 10:31, “Whether there-

fore ye eat, or drink, or whatso-

ever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God.” Before each practice we 

recited this verse together. After 

games I had several of the op-

posing team’s coaches and par-

ents come up and tell me that 

they appreciated GCA’s attitudes 

and smiles even after losing. 

That is a big deal! It makes this 

coach’s heart swell to hear her 

team recite the verse, shout it out 

in huddles, and then live it for 

real on the court. Thank you to 

my whole team for giving me the 

privilege of being your coach. I loved every single minute of it.  

1-2-3 GCA!!!  

Go Lady Lions!!!  

Get your head in the game!!!  

For God’s Glory!!!  

We began summer volleyball practice a couple of weeks before 

school started. As coach, I was hoping for 8-10 girls for our first 

season. My hopes were far surpassed. Twenty-one girls came 

and decided they liked it enough to join the team. We ended up 

with a full JV team and a full Varsity team. The teams were bro-

ken up by age this first season. 6th-8th grade played JV matches, 

and 9th-12th played Varsity matches. The first question I had for 

the girls was, “How many of you have ever played any kind of 

volleyball?” Three. Yes, THREE girls timidly half-raised their 

hands. But I was excited about this. It only meant that we’d all 

start from scratch, and there would be no bad volleyball habits 

to break. I was thinking of it this 

way… it takes 3 times to learn a 

bad habit and something like 10 

times to undo it. No bad habits 

would start if I could teach them 

from the beginning, right? All 

everyone knew was that we had 

work to do and volleyball things 

to learn. Now that the season is 

over, there are many things I think 

of when I review GCA’s first sea-

son of girls volleyball, but two 

things in particular stand out. My 

first thought is that I am so proud 

of 21 girls that put their hearts and 

minds into learning a new sport and working together as a team. 

From hard physical work on conditioning their bodies to getting 

those serves over and learning the rules of the game, each girl 

strove to do the best they could while listening to and asking for 

instruction. They’ve learned basics, like what it means to shag 

their balls, pass/bump, set, spike, aim for your target, follow the 

ball, play off the net, tip it, and so many others. They’ve also 
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This fall, Mark Laps served as GCA’s Cross Country coach. 

Mark joined our team just in time as the season was underway. 

Eleven students were on the team which included Mark’s four 

sons.  The girls team saw a top five finish in one meet posted by 

runner Virginia Clark. GCA runners helped with a mission pro-

ject sponsored by Spartanburg Christian Academy during one of 

their meets. 

 

This year’s boys basketball coach is Jay McMurray. He is as-

sisted by Alan Tolsma and Greg Paul. With three seniors on the 

team, the boys are returning to the varsity level this season.  The 

first game is an away game against Westgate Christian School in 

Spartanburg on November 29 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Chris Barnes is GCA’s Athletic Director and may be 

reached at cbarnes@greenvilleclassical.com.   
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